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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 11, 12, 14, 16-22, 26, 27 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Bateson et al (US 6,355,880; hereinafter Bateson) in view of 
Yetter (US 5,486,650). 

Regarding claim 1, Bateson discloses a versatile device (10 or see figure 1) for 
enabling at least one receptacle (56) to be installed in a raceway system (14), the 
versatile device (10) comprising: a hanging box (50 or 50') adapted to be secured to the 
raceway system (14), the hanging box (50' or see figure 6 or 7)) having a compartment 
for housing at least one receptacle (56) and a divider wall (58) positioned within the 
compartment for dividing the compartment to house two receptacles (see figures 6 or 
7), and a faceplate adapter (52 or 52') positioned over the hanging box (50) and 
adapted to be secured to the raceway system (14), the faceplate adapter (52 or 52') 
having a main body with an aperture (140) for providing access to the hanging box (50), 
the main body having a removable section (152) being positioned within the aperture 
(140) such that removal of the removable section (152) expands the aperture (see 
figure 1); but Bateson lacks the hanging box having a removable divider wall. Yetter 
teaches a box (10) adapted to be secured to a raceway system (68) having a 
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compartment (see figure 1) for housing at least one receptacle (15a) and a removable 
divider wall (12) positioned within the compartment for dividing the compartment to 
house two receptacles (see figure 1 ). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make Bateson's divider wall 
removable as taught by Yetter to provide a divider wall capable of being removed 
whenever is necessary. 

Regarding claim 2, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') has a plurality of bosses (102) for receiving a 
fastener to secure the at least one receptacle (56) to the hanging box (column 6 lines 
66-67). 

Regarding claim 3, the modified Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or 
see figure 1), wherein the removable divider wall (58; as taught by Yetter) separates the 
compartment into a first compartment and a second compartment (see figures 6 or 7). 

Regarding claim 4, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') having a plurality of bosses (102) with at least one 
boss being positioned in the first compartment (see figures 6 or 7) and at least one boss 
being positioned in the second compartment (see figure 6 or 7). 

Regarding claim 5, the modified Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or 
see figure 1), wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') further having at least one boss (102) 
positioned adjacent to the removable divider wall (58; as taught by Yetter). 

Regarding claim 6, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') having a front wall, a back wall, a bottom wall, a 



Application/Control Number: 10/754,387 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2831 

first side wall extending upwards from the bottom wall and a second side wall extending 
upwards from the bottom wall (see figure 4), the bottom wall (68) having at least one 
removable breakout section (108) for enabling wires to be routed from a channel in the 
raceway system to the at least one receptacle (column 5 lines 38-44). 

Regarding claim 7, the modified Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or 
see figure 1), wherein the removable divider wall (58, as taught by Yetter) forms a 
portion of one of the side walls of the hanging box (see figures 4, 6 or 7). 

Regarding claim 11, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50) having a separation wall (54) for maintaining channel 
division in the raceway system (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 12, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') having latch elements (70) for engaging the 
raceway system (see figure 1 , 3 or 5). 

Regarding claim 14, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the removable section (152) of the faceplate adapter (52) being removed from 
the faceplate adapter to define an enlarged aperture for receiving a dual receptacle 
faceplate (see figure 1 , 6 and 7). 

Regarding claim 16, Bateson discloses a raceway system (10 or see figure 1) 
comprising: a raceway (14) having a base, a first side wall (18) extending upwardly from 
the base, a second side wall (18) extending upwardly from the base and a divider wall 
(26) positioned between the first side wall and the second side wall and extending 
upwardly from the base (see figure 1); a hanging box (50 or 50') mounted in the 
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raceway (14) between the first side wall and the second side wall (see figure 1), the 
hanging box (50 or 50') having a compartment for housing at least one receptacle (56) 
and a divider wall (58) positioned within the compartment for dividing the compartment 
to house two receptacles (see figure 6 or 7), a faceplate adapter (52) positioned over 
the hanging box (50 or 50') and mounted to the raceway, the faceplate adapter (52 or 
52') having a main body with an aperture for providing access to the hanging box (see 
figures 1 , 4 and 6), the main body having a removable section (152) being positioned 
within the aperture such that removal of the removable section (152) expands the 
aperture (see figure 1); and a faceplate (152) mounted to the faceplate adapter (50 or 
50') for covering the at least one receptacle housed in the hanging box (see figure 1 ); 
but Bateson lacks the hanging box having a removable divider wall. Yetter teaches a 
box (10) adapted to be secured to a raceway system (68) having a compartment (see 
figure 1) for housing at least one receptacle (15a) and a removable divider wall (12) 
positioned within the compartment for dividing the compartment to house two 
receptacles (see figure 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to make Bateson's divider wall removable as taught 
by Yetter to provide a divider wall capable of being removed whenever is necessary. 

Regarding claim 17, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') has a plurality of bosses (102) for receiving a 
fastener to secure the at least one receptacle (56) to the hanging box (column 6 lines 
66-67). 
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Regarding claim 18, the modified Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or 
see figure 1), wherein the removable divider wall (58; as taught by Yetter) separates the 
compartment into a first compartment and a second compartment (see figures 6 or 7). 

Regarding claim 19, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') having a plurality of bosses (102) with at least one 
boss being positioned in the first compartment (see figures 6 or 7) and at least one boss 
being positioned in the second compartment (see figure 6 or 7). 

Regarding claim 20, the modified Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or 
see figure 1), wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') further having at least one boss (102) 
positioned adjacent to the removable divider wall (58; as taught by Yetter). 

Regarding claim 21, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') having a front wall, a back wall, a bottom wall, a 
first side wall extending upwards from the bottom wall and a second side wall extending 
upwards from the bottom wall (see figure 4), the bottom wall (68) having at least one 
removable breakout section (108) for enabling wires to be routed from a channel in the 
raceway system to the at least one receptacle (column 5 lines 38-44). 

Regarding claim 22, the modified Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or 
see figure 1 ), wherein the removable divider wall (58) forms a portion of one of the side 
walls of the hanging box (see figures 4, 6 or 7). 

Regarding claim 26, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50) having a separation wall (54) for maintaining channel 
division in the raceway (see figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 27, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the hanging box (50 or 50') having latch elements (70) for engaging the first 
and second sidewall of the raceway (see figure 1 , 3 or 5). 

Regarding claim 29, Bateson discloses the versatile device (10 or see figure 1), 
wherein the removable section (152) of the faceplate adapter (52) being removed from 
the faceplate adapter to define an enlarged aperture for receiving a dual receptacle 
faceplate (see figure 1 , 6 and 7). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 8-10, 13, 15, 23-25, 28 and 30 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for the indication of the allowability of claims 8-10, 13, 15, 23-25, 28 and 30 
are: 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations the hanging box having arm extensions 
that extend from the second side wall for defining a portion of the compartment. 

Regarding claim 10, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations the hanging box having arm extensions that define a 
portion of the compartment. 
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Regarding claim 13, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations of the removable section of the faceplate adapter 
having a plurality of slots and a plurality of downwardly extending flanges for receiving a 
single receptacle faceplate. 

Regarding claim 1 5, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations of the faceplate adapter having a bottom with a 
plurality of notches for engaging the raceway system. 

Regarding claims 23 and 24, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations of hanging box having arm extensions 
that extend from the second side wall for defining a portion of the compartment. 

Regarding claim 25, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations the hanging box having arm extensions that define a 
portion of the compartment. 

Regarding claim 28, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations the removable section of the faceplate adapter having 
a plurality of slots and a plurality of downwardly extending flanges for receiving a single 
receptacle faceplate. 

Regarding claim 30, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations the faceplate adapter having a bottom with a plurality 
of notches for engaging the first and second side walls of the raceway. 

These limitations are found in claims 8-10, 13, 15, 23-25, 28 and 30, and are 
neither disclosed nor taught by the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on November 9, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In response to the applicant's arguments that the combination of Bateson et al 
(US 6,355,880; hereinafter Bateson) in view of Yetter (US 5,486,650) is improper 
because Bateson's divider wall (58) cannot be removed from the base due to the fact 
that the wall is the one that maintains the outlet or receptacle within the base, the 
Examiner points out that the wall (56) does not maintain the receptacle within the base. 
The wiring device mountings (102) are the apparatus that secure the receptacles to the 
base and therefore maintain them inside the base (column 5 lines 29-37). Also, the 
Examiner points out that by making the wall removable as taught by Yetter will provide 
the user with a wall that can be removed whenever is necessary, such as when repairs 
are needed. The user can remove the divider wall and repair the electrical receptacle 
contacts from the side without removing the electrical receptacles or outlets; or the user 
can remove the wall for routing or connecting cables between the receptacles. 



Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



January 20, 2006 




ngel R. Estrada 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 2831 



